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Members of Simonstone Parish Council are summoned to attend the Annual Parish 

Meeting and Meeting of Electors on Thursday 30 May 2024 at St. Peters School Church 

Hall, Simonstone commencing at 7.00pm.  

Members of the public are encouraged to attend. 

Agenda 
1. Apologies for absence.  

2. Approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18 May 2023. 

3. Annual Report from the Chair. 

4. Receive the Draft Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024.  

5. Items brought to the meeting by the Electors of Simonstone. 

6. Open Forum. 
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SIMONSTONE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

MINUTES  

 

The Chairman and members of Simonstone Parish Council invited residents to 
attend the Annual Parish Meeting held at Read & Simonstone Village Hall, East 

View, Read, BB12 7PS on Thursday, 18th May 2023, Meeting at 7pm 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Thursday 12th May 2022 

The minutes were read and accepted. 

2. Matters arising 

none 

3. Chairman’s report for the year ended 31 March 2023 

Chairman David Peat read the following report; 

Simonstone Parish Council has met on 10 occasions during 2022/3 municipal 
year albeit with one meeting suspended and reconvened following the death 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second. 

The Parish Council commenced the year having appointed a new Parish 
Clerk, Miss April Collinson, following the retirement of Mr I R Hirst after 25 
years service. During the year changes in banking, emails, a new PC and 
using Professional Payroll Services were a part of our considerations and 
action. 

We also celebrated Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee with a bench on the 
Village Green, and a donated blossom tree (thanks to Cllr Pollard and 
Family). 

In September the Parish Council contributed to a combined Parish 
Celebration Sunday for the second timeline the presence of the Borough 
Council Deputy Mayor and Mayoress Cllr M Hindle and Ms Tracy Whistlecraft. 

We issues an Autumn /Winter Newsletter, as in the previous year, to outline 
events and plans for the coming seasons. 

Throughout the year a number of work streams continued involving groups of 
Councillors, some in conjunction with Read Parish Council members; 

Road Safety (with input from C.Cllr Ged Mirfin) 
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Parish Plan 

Footpaths and Bridleways. 

These remain as work in progress for the next year. 

We also received requests for financial assistance from Citizens Advice, the 
Little Green Bus, Readstone Environment Group (REG) towards a heat 
monitor camera, all granted and a defibrillator (still unresolved). 

The Parliamentary Boundary Commission revised report was received and 
although surprised and disappointed that Simonstone Parish was to be 
included in a proposed Clitheroe and Pendle, the Parish Council accepted the 
proposal with regret. 

At Christmas time, the Parish Council shared funding of a senior citizens 
lunch at the Higher Trapp in December; whilst we provided a Christmas Tree 
as usual, the turnout for lighting was disappointing. 

We also agreed to the planting of a Commemorative Tree in the Parish 
Garden, in memory of Mr Peter Jelley a long term resident of this village and 
husband of Mrs Pam Jelley, a former Parish Council Chair.  

Remembrance Sunday was commemorated with the laying of two wreaths in 
November. 

As we prepare for 2023/4 we are anticipating a local celebration of the 
Coronation of His Majesty King Charles the Third. 

In conclusion I would like to thank all Parish Councillors for their efforts and 
support on the year and to wish Councillor Graham Meloy, every success in 
the future following his move out of the area. I welcome back other 
Councillors and newly elected Members. 

I also thank our Clerk for her efforts in the new post. 

I present this report to the Parish Council 

4. Matters raised by residents 

 none 



Annual Report of the Chairman 

to Simonstone Parish Council 

1. Following the Borough and Parish Council Elections on 4 May 2023, there were changes in 

both the Borough Councillors for the ward (with the election of Cllr. McCrumb and Peplow) 

and the Parish Council with new Parish Councillors Duckworth and Norse (who returned to 

the Council) and Vaughton (who was a new Councillor), joining the 5 existing councilors, this 

year has been a very active one. With new and existing Councillors, the Council reviewed its 

Declarations, Codes and some processes. Also Councillors have been undertaking training by 

the National and Lancashire Association of Parish Councils. 

2. We began the year having to deal with maintenance of the Parish Garden wall following a 

collision. Maintenance of the litter bins and bus shelters have also been undertaken. We had 

the A671 Road Sign repaired and repainted. 

3. The Election timing was affected by the Coronation of HRH King Charles III; the Parish Council 

part funded a Celebration of the Coronation in the Village Hall along with Read PC. It has been 

agreed to provide a Commemorative Bench and after various consultations, Fort Vale have 

agreed to the placement on the bank of the River Calder. 

4. Environmental matters have figured large throughout the year. The Parish Council signed up 

to Plastic Free Initiatives, part funded a Home Energy kit for Readstone Environment Group 

and nominated Councillor, Clifton Pollard to the Steering Group. 

5. Road Safety, speeding and traffic volumes have also been foremost in our consideration, 

initially around Clough Lane but later involving stickers and posters. Cllrs. Hampson and 

Duckworth are members of a Borough wide Road Safety Working Group. Most recently the 

Parish Council approved a well-crafted and lengthy report drafted by Councillor Duckworth 

but presented by Councillors in both Parish Councils to try to secure funds and plans to bypass 

both villages. 

6.  Our regular business also continued: 

• A grant was made towards the Playground in Read. 

• Remembrance Day on 12th November was well attended and wreaths were laid from the 

Parish Council. 

• At Christmas, a living tree previously donated to the Parish Council was decorated, gifts 

for St Peters pupils (organised by Mother Christmas aka Cllr. Greera Norse) were 

distributed and over 30 pensioners enjoyed a subsidised lunch at the Higher Trapp. 

7. Some matters which commenced during the year are still work in progress but should be 

completed in 2024/25, such as the new much improved Notice Board for the Stork Hotel gable 

wall, the completion of the second Parish Plan, the recruitment of a Parish Clerk and other 

ways of marking Christmas in the village. 
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8. In relation to the Clerk, Miss Collinson left us to secure more paid hours, and we were 

fortunate to secure the services of Mrs. Karen Farnhill who subsequently left us in February 

and we are grateful to Cllr. Hampson, Vaughton and Finn for stepping in to help. It is hoped to 

recruit a new clerk in the near future. 

9. In conclusion, I would like to thank fellow Councillors for their efforts and dedication, also 

Borough Councillors Mc Crumb and Peplow for attending our meetings and local Residents for 

their input. 

10. This Annual Report is presented to Simonstone Parish Council. 
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Income for the year ending 31/03/2024
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Expenditure for the year ending 31/03/2024





2023/2024 - Budget/Spend Comparisons



Bank Reconciliation (AGAR)



End of Year Bank Statement




